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Dear Editor,

A 62-year-old male patient diagnosed with stage II dif-
fuse large B-cell lymphoma in June 2017 was initially 
treated with intensified rituximab, doxorubicin, cyclo-
phosphamide, vindesine, bleomycin, and prednisone 
(R-ACVBP), which were followed by Cytarabine injections. 
On the surveillance positron emission tomography scan, 
he demonstrated a good response to the chemotherapy 
but showed a new-onset weak uptake in the transverse 
colon. He did not have any fever, diarrhea, or abdominal 
pain.

A colonoscopy showed an ulcerated ileocecal valve with 
a lipstick-like pattern of lesions (Figure 1) and a small 
sigmoid polyp that appeared endoscopically to be an in-
flammatory polyp (Figure 2) and was removed with the 
biopsy forceps. The rest of the colonic mucosa was mac-
roscopically normal. We would like to mention that writ-
ten informed consent was obtained from the patient who 
participated in this study before submitting these figures.

Histopathologic examination of the biopsy specimens 
taken from the ileocecal valve and the sigmoid polyp 
showed showed inflammatory tissue in nature along with 
intranuclear and cytoplasmic inclusions, mainly in the en-
dothelial cells. This finding was consistent with cytomeg-
alovirus (CMV) colitis, which was confirmed by the immu-
nohistochemistry staining of CMV (Figure 3).

Matsuda et al. (1) showed that a cecal ulcer is the most 
reliable endoscopic finding of CMV colitis and recom-
mended a total colonoscopy to make the diagnosis.

Moreover, Agaimy et al. (2) described the unusual pre-
sentation of gastrointestinal CMV infection regarding the 
formation of inflammatory polyps, as shown in our case.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Figure 1. Ulcerated ileocecal valve with a lipstick-like pattern.

Figure 2. Small sigmoid inflammatory polyp.
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Figure 3. Intranuclear and cytoplasmic inclusions in endothelial cells 
on H&E (left) and immunohistochemistry (right).
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